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Despite the gains for women in the legal field in both representation
and pay, they still lag their male counterparts by a wide margin. The
pandemic has made the situation worse.

The effects on women lawyers, especially those with children, during
the pandemic were documented in a number of surveys in the past
couple of years. Although all lawyers worked from home, women

reported taking on a much larger share of child care and housework
during that time, making it even harder than usual to rack up billable
hours and shine in the boardroom.

It is against this challenging backdrop that the women chosen for
Crain’s 2022 Notable Women in Law list are even more remarkable.

This group of 119 women are exemplary in every way. These impressive

attorneys were chosen not only for their skills and accomplishments in the
courtroom, but for their leadership outside of it. In addition to their long
hours representing everyone from executives at Fortune 500 companies
to immigrants seeking asylum, our honorees this year shored up morale
among their colleagues during the pandemic and found ways to keep
business going in the face of turmoil.

To find these honorees, Crain’s consulted with trusted sources in the
legal industry and in the general New York business world. The many
nominations submitted by organizations and individuals in the
metropolitan area were carefully vetted. Each notable lawyer was selected
for her outstanding professional achievements and her pro bono work or
involvement with industry and community organizations.
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LARA SAMET BUCHWALD
Partner

Davis Polk & Wardwell LLP

Lara Samet Buchwald is at the center of high-profile complex
commercial matters in courts nationwide, representing major
corporations such as Aetna and Con Edison. As a partner at Davis Polk
& Wardwell, she has deep experience in commercial disputes,
shareholder derivative litigation and securities litigation. She has been
trial counsel in a number of high-profile bankruptcies. In the past year
alone Buchwald has successfully defended numerous corporations,
among them Crestview, Delta and Citibank. Buchwald is deeply

committed to serving her community. She has won Legal Aid’s Pro

Bono Publico Award nine times and serves on the organization’s board
of directors and as co-chair of its development committee.
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