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Despite the gains for women in the legal field in both representation
and pay, they still lag their male counterparts by a wide margin. The
pandemic has made the situation worse.

The effects on women lawyers, especially those with children, during
the pandemic were documented in a number of surveys in the past
couple of years. Although all lawyers worked from home, women

reported taking on a much larger share of child care and housework
during that time, making it even harder than usual to rack up billable
hours and shine in the boardroom.

It is against this challenging backdrop that the women chosen for
Crain’s 2022 Notable Women in Law list are even more remarkable.

This group of 119 women are exemplary in every way. These impressive

attorneys were chosen not only for their skills and accomplishments in the
courtroom, but for their leadership outside of it. In addition to their long
hours representing everyone from executives at Fortune 500 companies
to immigrants seeking asylum, our honorees this year shored up morale
among their colleagues during the pandemic and found ways to keep
business going in the face of turmoil.

To find these honorees, Crain’s consulted with trusted sources in the
legal industry and in the general New York business world. The many
nominations submitted by organizations and individuals in the
metropolitan area were carefully vetted. Each notable lawyer was selected
for her outstanding professional achievements and her pro bono work or
involvement with industry and community organizations.
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VANESSA JACKSON
Partner

Davis Polk & Wardwell LLP

Vanessa Jackson, a partner in Davis Polk’s preeminent finance practice,
represents borrowers and lenders on a range of finance transactions that
regularly involve billions of dollars. In the past year Jackson focused on
clients in the hard-hit air industry, raising financing to help companies
such as Aeromexico and Delta manage their liquidity to reach the other
side of the pandemic. In addition, she played a lead role advising clients
on the government’s $600 billion Main Street Lending program. Jackson,
athoughtleader in the banking space, regularly speaks and writes on top-
ics related to the industry, recently co-authoring a chapter in Chambers

USA’s “Banking & Finance” guide. She is an active member of her firm’s

diversity, equity and inclusion committee and its Black Affinity Group

Steering Committee.
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